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The Allure of Architecture:
An Interview with Zahra
Nazari

What inspired your Metamorphosis
collection? When looking for ideas
and inspirations, where do you
normally go and what do you do to

get into the creative mood?

In the summer of 2015, | was
awarded a residency fellowship from
the Cooper Union School of Art. Ever-present at the residence was the
influence of the Cooper Union New Academic Building. The design of the
building resonated strongly with the architectural leanings of my artwork. Its
twisting frame and exceptional lattice-work yields unique light inside and out.
Being awarded the residency was truly serendipitous, as | was inspired

instantly.

Allowing the structure’s influence to permeate my stay, | used aluminum
sheets as the medium, in part, for reflecting the usage of metal in
Deconstructivism. Alluding to the chaotic form of the building’s insides, |
used the material’s malleability to confuse the painted surface with its added

dimension.

The name of the piece is a nod to the architect Thom Mayne, of the

Morphosis architectural firm.
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acrylic must be pnysically taskKing. riease correct me, It 1 am wrong.
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The majority of my works are large-scale, so there always physically
laborious moments. | work by shifting between wall and floor, so the heavier

or bulkier the piece, the more physically demanding it is.

Do you know ahead of time what
you are going to create or do you
design your work as you go along

with the creative process?

| have a general idea of what | am
going to work on. Basics start with
what material | will be using, what
colors to coordinate, and the size of
the work. To understand the general

form and design, | use pen drawn
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Since my work is very architecturally influenced, I'm translating the material
used in that field for my work as well. Specifically for my current piece, I've
chosen Balsa wood to experiment upon. I'm also considering a layered-

structure installation to be a more blended combination of both on the wall

and free forms into the gallery space.
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